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The Opening Hymn

The First Song of Isaiah

Refrain
Surely, it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold
and my sure defense,
and he will be my Savior.
1. Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say,
“Give thanks to the Lord!” and call upon his name.
Refrain
2. Make his deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.
Refrain
3. Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion,
ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you
is the Holy One of Israel.
Refrain
Refrain

The Invocation
The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.

L(eader):

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you.

C(ongregation): And also with you.

The Confession and Absolution of Sins
Christians openly admit their sin and guilt in the presence of an all-knowing, holy God. But Christ gives this gift to his church on earth:
the authority to forgive the sins of penitent sinners (See John 20:21-23).

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and
do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me,
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.
C: Amen!
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L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

The Song of Thanks

Oh, Taste and See

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.

The Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray:
L: O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your Church may worship you
in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The First Lesson

Daniel 3:1-12

Facing the Heat of Hardship? There's Another in the Fire! Arrogant
King Nebuchadnezzar commanded all people to bow down and worship
his statue. What would a God-fearing man do?

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of
Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges,
magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps,
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every
language: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall
down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the
peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had
set up.
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king,
live forever! 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp,
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pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and
worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your
gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Hymn Response

Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink
Red hymnal #405 vs.1-3

1. Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Though pressed by many a foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe.

2. That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chast'ning rod,
But in the hour of grief or pain
Can lean upon its God.

3. A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without,
That, when in danger, knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt.

The Second Lesson

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Facing the Heat of Hardship? There's Another in the Fire! Jesus alone offers
free forgiveness. Jesus alone displays unlimited patience in the way he treats us.
To him alone be honor and glory, forever and ever!
12

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his
service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted
in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that
are in Christ Jesus.
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of
whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might
display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Alleluia

The Gospel Lesson

Matthew 9:9-13

Facing the Heat of Hardship? There's Another in the Fire! Matthew was
a tax collector, the last person anyone would want to befriend. But Jesus
called him. And IMMEDIATELY Matthew got up and followed him!
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told
him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate with him and
his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
‘sinners’?”
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Children’s Message

The Hymn of the Day is assigned because of its rich content and connection to the Scriptures that the sermon is based upon.

The Hymn of the Day
1 Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!
2 Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

Have No Fear Little Flock
Red Hymnal #442
3 Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!
4 Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!
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The Sermon

Daniel 3:13-27
“Facing the Heat of Hardship? There's Another in the Fire!”

13 Furious

with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought
before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve
my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp,
pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not
worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my
hand?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he
will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your
gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed.
He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his
army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their
robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was
so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that
we tied up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, O king.”
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of
the gods.”
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers
crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their
robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

As you listen to the sermon message, see if you can answer the following questions.
1. What sin do these Scripture verses point out to me?

2. Where in these Scripture verses do I see God’s plan of forgiveness through Jesus?

3. What is one attitude adjustment these Scripture verses help me to have?
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Apostles’ Creed
Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word, Christians composed the Apostles’ Creed as a simple confession of what
the Apostles taught. It has been in use since the second century.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father, almighty. From there
he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of the Church
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. Each week we’ll regularly include a few
from our church family in this prayer. Today, that’s the Green, Guimaraes and Guro families, and all our guests worshipping with us
this morning.

L:

Pastor speaks the prayer of the church, ending with…Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake, for it is in his name that we
join to pray:

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Numbers 6:24-26

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will put my name on (them),
and I will bless them”(Numbers 6:27).

L:

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor, and give you peace.
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The Closing Hymn

What a Friend We Have In Jesus
Red Hymnal #411

1. What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.
2. Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
3. Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms he’ll take and shield you,
You will find a solace there.

Announcements
Connect with one of our Summer Bible Studies!
Topic
The Ten Commandments
Bible 101*
Jesus’ Parables in the Gospel of
Luke
Grace Alone! Studying Paul’s
Letter to the Galatians

Day and Time
Sundays
11:00-11:45a
Mondays
7:00-8:15p
Tuesdays
8:00-9:00p
Fridays
9:30-10:30a

Location
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom

* Bible 101 is a basic overview of the Bible’s teachings. It is for all who are interested in joining Victory of
the Lamb or just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic teachings of the Bible. Bible 101
will be followed by Bible 201 (5 wks) and Bible 301 (5 wks). If you are unable to make the scheduled
day and time listed above, alternate options are available – please speak with Pastor Buege.

Pastor Buege will be on vacation with his family through Saturday, July 11. If you need pastoral assistance during that
time, you could contact our elder George Wiley (713-594-1828), president Ricky McCormick (281-797-2447), or Vicar
Erich Neumann (517-499-3650).
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Tasting and Seeing: Take the opportunity to get a “taste” of WELS mission work and “see” what we’re doing as a synod
to spread the gospel around the world. Check it out at welstasteandsee.com. You will find cooking lessons from our
missionary wives and activities for the kids. Then plan on joining either virtually or at the watch party for the closing
service at Abiding Word,17123 Red Oak Dr, Houston, Saturday, July 11, 6 pm.

The Week Ahead
Sun

6/28

8:00 & 9:30am
11:00am

Worship
Sunday School on Zoom for all ages

Mon

6/29

7:00-8:15pm

Bible 101

Tues

6/30

6:30-7:30pm

“Jesus’ Parables” Bible Class on Zoom

Fri

7/3

9:30-10:30am

“Grace Alone! Studying Galatians” Bible Class on Zoom

Sat

7/4

4:00pm

Worship

Sun

7/5

8:00 & 9:30am
11:00am

Worship with communion
Sunday School on Zoom for all ages

Our Gifts for Jesus
General Fund Expected (Jul '19 - May '20)…………..$264,440 General Fund Received (Jul '19 - May '20)..........$306,183 Building Fund thru
5/31/20…......................................$446,342
Take God at his Word! Trust him, and give generously to him, as he has given to you.
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