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The Opening Hymn             Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
                     Red hymnal #157  
 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!  

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 
3. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 Praise him, all you heavenly host,   Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
 
 

Confession and Absolution of Sins 

L(eader):   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C(ongregation): Amen. 
 
 

L:  Lord, we confess to you our sinful condition and our sinful behavior. 
 

C:   Have mercy on us, Father in heaven.  Bless us and keep us. 

 
L: Lord, we realize that we have earned your temporal and eternal punishment. 
 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus.  Make your face shine on us and be gracious to us. 

  
L: Lord, we are not able to make up for our sins, nor can we set ourselves free from the guilt of 

our sin. 
 

C: Have mercy on us, Holy Spirit.  Turn your face toward us and give us peace. 

  
L: Jesus was delivered over to death because of our sins.  He was raised to life because God 

declared us perfect in his sight.  Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven.  Christ is risen! 
 

C: He is risen, indeed! 
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Song of Thanks                                                 

7:00 service                                                                       Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 
                                                                                             Red Hymnal #154 v.1-2  

Refrain 
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth;  
     He is the King of creation. 
Refrain 

2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth:  
    Jesus has died and has risen. 
Refrain 

 

 

 

9:30 service                                                                                                         Christ Is Risen  
                                                                                                   Let All the People Praise You, p.40 
                                                                                                          Sung by Pat Rodgers and Joy Armstrong                                                                                                               
 

Our soloists will sing the refrain by themselves one time.  The congregation may join in singing 
the refrain the second time, and all the remaining refrains. 

 
Refrain:  Christ is risen!  Hallelujah, hallelujah!   
                    Christ is risen, risen indeed!  Hallelujah! 
 
Refrain:  Christ is risen!  Hallelujah, hallelujah!   
                    Christ is risen, risen indeed!  Hallelujah! 
 
           Love's work is done;  the battle is won.  Where now, O death, is your sting? 
           He rose again to rule and to reign, Jesus, our conquering King. 
           Refrain 
 
           Lord over sin, Lord over death, At his feet Satan must fall! 
           Every knee bow;  all will confess Jesus is Lord over all! 
           Refrain 
 
           Tell it abroad, "Jesus is Lord!"  Shout it and let your praise ring! 
           Gladly we raise our songs of praise;  Worship is our offering. 
           Refrain 
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The Prayer of the Day   
 

L: Let us pray: 
 

L: Almighty Father, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death 
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through 
baptism, may walk in the newness of life, and rejoice as we share his glory.  We ask this  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise 
now and forever. 

 

C:   Amen. 
 

 

 

The Baptism of Kendra Elaine Badanfirouz                                   9:30 service 

 
 

 

The First Scripture Reading         I Corinthians 15:51-58  
Jesus Announces, “Peace Be with You!”   We all must deal with death. 
But - death has been swallowed up forever in Christ’s Easter victory! 

                  
51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

 

 

Hymn Response                      He’s Risen, He’s Risen 
              Red hymnal #143 v.1-3 
 

1. He's risen, he's risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death's prison, The incarnate, Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong. 
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2. The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan's domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 

3. But short was their triumph, the Savior arose, 
And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes; 
The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high. 
He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die. 

 

 

 

The Second Scripture Reading                         Mark 16:1-7 
Jesus Announces, “Peace Be with You!”  Early Easter morning, the women brought 
spices to anoint Christ’s body. They received a wonderful surprise at the tomb! 
 

 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the 
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who 
will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side, and they were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.’” 

 

 

Hymn  

7:00 service                                                                       Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 
                                                                                             Red Hymnal #154 v.3-4  

Refrain 
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 
3. We have been crucified with Christ;  
    Now we shall live forever. 
Refrain 

4. God has proclaimed his gracious gift:  
    Life eternal for all who believe. 
Refrain 
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9:30 service                                                                 In Joseph’s Lovely Garden 
Solo by Sammi Castillo 
 

           In Joseph's lovely garden the Lord Christ's tomb was made, 
           And there his broken body to rest was gently laid. 
           A great rock strongly sealed it, that Death might have full sway; 
           But God sent down his angel, to roll the stone away. 
 
           When dawn was faintly breaking across the garden fair, 
           Three women entered weeping, bearing spices rare. 
           Then spoke the guardian angel, in shining raiment bright, 
           He whom ye seek is risen, and Death is vanquished quite! 
 
           O Jesus, blest Redeemer, all praise to thee we bring; 
           No power of death could hold thee, our Savior, Lord, and King! 
           As thou hast risen all glorious, may we one day arise, 
           O'er sin and death victorious, in thy blest Paradise. 

 

 

 

 

The Third Scripture Reading                 John 20:2-9 
Jesus Announces, “Peace Be with You!”   A little later on Easter morning,  
Peter and John heard about the Lord’s resurrection and ran to the tomb. 

 
2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 

said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of 
linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight 
into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped 
around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still 
did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
 
 

Hymn          His Battle Ended There 
                                                                                                                    Red hymnal #146 

                            
1. His battle ended there, death was overcome. 

Jesus, alive again, wore the victor's crown. 
Clearly sin had failed, goodness had prevailed, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
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   2. Dread pow’rs of death and sin had him in their hold. 
When Jesus rose again all their plans were foiled. 
Jesus lived again, triumphed over sin, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

 

   3. Dead in the grave he lay; mourned by ev’ry friend. 
Those dark and fearful days then did reach their end. 
God raised him to life, Victor in the strife. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

 

   4. He burst the chains of sin, opened death's dark jail. 
God filled him with new life, life that could not fail. 
Right before their eyes, Jesus did arise, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

 
 

 

 

 

The Fourth Scripture Reading             John 20:10-18 
Jesus Announces, “Peace Be with You!”   Mary Magdalene stood there, crying. 
But powerfully, tenderly, Jesus comforted her outside his tomb. 

 
10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and 
the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put 

him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it 
was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 

instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 
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The Children’s Message 

 

 

Hymn                                      Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 
                                                                                                                                   Verses 1-4, 6 
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Easter Message                                                                          John 20:19-23 
    

“Jesus Announces, “Peace Be with You!” 
 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 

 

 

 
As you listen to the sermon message, see if you can answer the following questions. 
 

1. What sin do these Scripture verses point out to me? 
 

 
 
 

 
2. Where in these Scripture verses do I see God’s plan of forgiveness through Jesus? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

3. What is one attitude adjustment these Scripture verses help me to have? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to listen to this message again?  Is there someone else you know who could 
benefit from it?  Our sermons are available on podcast for free!  Go to votlchurch.podbean.com. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word, Christians composed the Apostles’ Creed as a 
simple confession of what the Apostles taught.  It has been in use since the second century. 

 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father,  
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

L:  Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the     
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

 

C:  Christ is risen!  
 

L:  For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.  
 

C:  He is risen indeed!  
 

L:  He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification.  
 

C:  Alleluia!  
 

L:  We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our  
     sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead.  
 

C:  We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.  
 

L:  Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory  
     over sin, death, and the grave.  
 

C:  You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.  
 

L:  With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan's  
     head and have removed our guilt.  
 

C:  You are risen!  
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L:  Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because 
of your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us.  

 

C:  You are risen indeed!  
 

L:  Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.  
 

C:  Alleluia!  
 

L:  Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in  
    our risen Lord.  
 

C:  We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.  
 

L:  Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  
 

C:  He is risen!  
 

L:  As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us  
    and all believers in Christ. 
 

C:  He is risen indeed!  
 
 Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  

 

L:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
 

 Silent prayer  

 

L:  Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near  
     and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,  
     and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.  
 

C:  Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.  
 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

L:  Hear us, O Father, for the sake of him who is the firstborn of the dead and is now alive  
    forevermore, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. It is in his name that we bring this and  
     every prayer to you, just as he taught:  

 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 
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The Blessing        
Numbers 6:24-26 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  The Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on (them), and I will bless them”(Numbers 6:27). 
 
 

L: The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Closing Hymn               I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
                   Red hymnal #152 v.1,5,7,8 
 
 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives! 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever living head!  

 
5. He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
 

 

7. He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8. He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for sharing Easter with us. 
Please come again soon, we want to keep sharing our Easter victory together all year long. 

 

It doesn’t have to be Easter morning to celebrate Easter victory! 
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Announcements 
 
THANK YOU! Thanks to all who shared their talents in song this morning, who helped get the 
property and grounds looking good for our guests, who donated lilies to beautify our worship, who 
brought flowers for our Easter cross, and who brought food to enjoy at our Easter breakfast.   
Your service demonstrates your love for the Lord and for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 
PASCHAL CANDLE  You may have noticed our Paschal candle.  It’s meant to help us see the 
“life and light of Jesus” connection between Easter, baptism and funerals.  It will be in the front of 
our worship space through the end of the Easter season (that’s today through May 16), and then 
again throughout the year whenever we have a baptism or a funeral. 
 
 
“CRAWDADS FOR GRADS” CRAWFISH BOIL  Our annual crawfish boil & fish fry will happen 
on Sat, April 17 (time TBA).  A freewill door offering will be collected, and 100% of the money 
will be gifted as a scholarship towards the tuition of Abigail Buege and Ethan Buege.  They plan 
to attend Martin Luther College in the upcoming fall semester, with the goal of one day becoming 
called workers in the public ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our offering will be matched by 
MLC up to $1,000 per student, so our “Crawdads for Grads” goal is $2,000.  Questions?  Please 
contact Kevin Begnaud at 713-724-6205.  See you there!  And make sure you come hungry! 
 
 
NEW Bible Studies after Easter! 
 

Topic Day and Time First Session Location 

The Life of Moses Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00p 

April 6 Zoom 

Worship Throughout the Centuries Fridays 
9:30-10:30a 

April 9 VOTL Sanctuary 
and Zoom 

The “I Am” Statements of Jesus Sundays  
10:45-11:30a 

April 11 VOTL Sanctuary 
and Zoom 

Bible 101* 
 

Thursdays,  
7:00-8:15pm 

April 15 (5 wks) Zoom 

 
 
 * Bible 101 is a basic overview of the Bible’s teachings.  It is for all who are interested in joining Victory of   
   the Lamb or just looking to build their faith through the study of the basic teachings of the Bible. Bible 101 
  will be followed by Bible 201 (5 wks) and Bible 301 (5 wks).  If you are unable to make the scheduled   
  day and time listed above, alternate options are available – please speak with Pastor Buege. 
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The Week Ahead 
  

Sun     4/4     7:00am Easter Festival Worship 
      8:00am Easter Breakfast  
      9:30am Easter Festival Worship 
   No Sunday School today 
    

Mon 4/5   6:30 - 8:00pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation Class on Zoom 
    

Tues 4/6   7:00 - 8:00pm Bible Class: The Life of Moses On Zoom 
    

Thurs 4/8   6:00 – 7:00pm 6th grade Bible History Class  On Zoom 
    

Fri      4/9   9:30 - 10:30am Bible Study – Worship Through the Centuries – Both in-
person and Zoom! 

    

Sun     4/11     8:00am Worship 
      9:30am Worship  
    10:45am Sunday School for all ages - Both in-person and Zoom! 

PreK-8th: Zacchaeus 
9th-12th & Adults: The “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

 
 
Our Gifts for Jesus 
 
General Fund Expected Offerings (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)....$195,416   General Fund Actual Offerings (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)..$190,544 
General Fund Expected Expenses (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)...$195,416  General Fund Actual Expenses (Jul’20-Feb ‘21’).$171,292 
 
Building Fund thru 2/28/21…......................................$495,649 
 
Take God at his Word!  Trust him, and give generously to him, as he has given to you. 
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