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JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN.  So do we!  To make worship easier for them (and 
their parents!), we offer these options:  

 

 Activity bags for children are available in the entryway. These bags have activities to 
occupy children during the service.  Please return them on your way out. 

 

 If your child is having a difficult day you may take them into the nursery.  You can find 
our nursery down the hallway to the left, near the bathrooms.  A speaker is on so that 
you are still able to listen to the service. 

 
RESTROOMS are down the hallway to your left after you enter the church. 

 

GUESTS – a special welcome for you!  Thank you for your kindness in visiting us for worship.         
Please sign our connection card in the hymnal rack.  We are honored to have you in our midst!    
 
 

The Opening Hymn                                                       See, What a Morning!                                                                                                                                                  
 

Our soloists will sing verses 1 and 2.  The congregation may join in singing verse 3 
  

 

1. See, what a morning, gloriously bright 
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem 
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light 
As the angels announce, "Christ is risen!" 
See God's salvation plan 
Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice 
Fulfilled in Christ, the Man 
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 
2. See Mary weeping, "Where is He laid?" 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb 
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name 
It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
This voice that spans the years 
Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us 
Will sound 'til He appears 
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

 
3. One with the Father, Ancient of Days 

Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty 
Honor and blessing, glory and praise 
To the King crowned with pow'r and authority! 
And we are raised with Him 
Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered 
And we shall reign with Him 
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
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The Invocation 
The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 

 
L(eader):    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

 

 

 

C(ongregation):  And also with you.  

 

 

 

 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins 
Christians openly admit their sin and guilt in the presence of an all-knowing, holy God.  But Christ gives this 
gift to his church on earth: the authority to forgive the sins of penitent sinners (See John 20:21-23). 
 

L:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

 

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me, according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

 

L:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.   May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

 

C:  Amen! 
 
 
 

L:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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The Song of Thanks                          Oh, Taste and See 
Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin. 
 

 

             
 

 

 

The Prayer of the Day   
 

L:   Let us pray: 
 

L:   O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word; protect 
and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bolster within 
them your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:   Amen. 
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The First Reading                                                                          Acts 4:8-12 
Peter and John boldly stand before the Sanhedrin - the same men that had  
condemned Jesus months earlier - and confessed that salvation is found in no one else. 
 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If 
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and 
are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 
this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected,     which has 
become the cornerstone.’ 

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.” 
 
 

 

 

Psalm of the Day                                                A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
                                                                                                                   Red Hymnal #200 vs.1-2 
 

These words are a paraphrase of Psalm 46, Luther's favorite psalm. 
 
1. A mighty fortress is our God, 

A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev'ry need 
That has us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 

2. With might of ours can naught be done; 
Soon were our loss effected. 
But for us fights the valiant one 
Whom God himself elected. 
You ask, "Who is this?" 
Jesus Christ it is, 
The almighty Lord. 
And there's no other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading                                                                  I Peter 3:13-17 
Do not fear their threats. In your hearts, set apart Christ as Lord.  
And you'll always be prepared! 

 
See the sermon verses 
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The Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                    Luke 24:36-49 
Jesus stands up for the truth with us! He sends us out to be his witnesses. 
 
 
 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you 
what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” 
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The Children’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned because of its rich content and connection to the Scriptures that the 
sermon is based upon. 

 

The Hymn of the Day                  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
                                                                                                                               Red hymnal #382 
 

 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare to make no other claim, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

3. His oath, his covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
2. When darkness veils his lovely face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.  

    On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in him be found, 
Clothed in his righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before his throne. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
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The Sermon                                                                               I Peter 3:13-17 
 

“Here I Stand!” 
 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer 
for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats]; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may 
be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil. 

 
As you listen to the sermon message, see if you can answer the following questions. 
 

1. What sin do these Scripture verses point out to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where in these Scripture verses do I see God’s plan of forgiveness through Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is one attitude adjustment these Scripture verses help me to have? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to listen to this message again?  Is there someone else you know who could 
benefit from it?  Our sermons are available on podcast for free!  Go to votlchurch.podbean.com. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word, Christians composed the Apostles’ Creed as a 
simple confession of what the Apostles taught.  It has been in use since the second century. 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father,  
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of the Church                                                     
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. Each week 
we’ll regularly include a few from our church family in this prayer.  Today, that’s the Rodgers, Rutz and Salce 
family, and the families of all our guests worshipping with us this morning.                                                     
 

L: Pastor speaks the prayer of the church, ending with…Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake, for 
it is in his name that we join to pray: 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 
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The Blessing        
Numbers 6:24-26 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  The Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on (them), and I will bless them”(Numbers 6:27). 
 
 

L: The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor, and give you peace. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Closing Hymn                                         I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
                   Red hymnal #152 v.1,2,7,8 
 
 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives! 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever living head!  

 
2. He lives triumphant from the grave; 
    He lives eternally to save. 
    He lives all glorious in the sky; 
    He lives exalted there on high. 
 
 

 

7. He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8. He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 
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Announcements 

 
“Crawdads for Grads” Crawfish Boil & Fish Fry – THANK YOU!  We had a successful event 
yesterday, and thank you to all who participated!  A special thanks to Kevin and Karla Begnaud 
for all of their work getting things organized and ready, as well as to Kyle Kotzebue and Shane 
Sebesta for their help with the cooking.   One hundred percent of the money collected will be 
gifted as a scholarship towards the tuition of Abigail Buege and Ethan Buege at Martin Luther 
College this fall, our church body’s college for ministry training.  Our offering will be matched by 
MLC up to $1,000 per student, so thank you for making every dollar count! 
 
 
Private Holy Communion will be offered for our communicant members at church on Friday, 
April 23 from 10:30am – 6:00pm.  If you’d like to receive Holy Communion but are unable to make 
that day and time window, please speak with Pastor Buege.  He’ll be glad to find an alternate day 
and time that is workable.  
 
 
High School Youth Group will meet tonight!  Are you in high school?  Would you like to have 
some fun and get to know other high schoolers who go to our church?  Then come to our high 
school youth group event tonight from 6:00-8:00pm!  There will be a devotion, pizza, games – 
and of course – fun!  See you tonight, and feel free to bring a friend along!    
 
 
 
NEW Bible Studies have started! 
 
 

Topic Day and Time First Session Location 

The Life of Moses Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00p 

April 6 Zoom 

Worship Throughout the Centuries Fridays 
9:30-10:30a 

April 9 VOTL Sanctuary 
and Zoom 

The “I Am” Statements of Jesus Sundays  
10:45-11:30a 

April 11 VOTL Sanctuary 
and Zoom 
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The Week Ahead 
  

Sun     4/18     8:00am Worship 
      9:30am Worship  
    10:45am Sunday School for all ages - Both in-person and Zoom! 

PreK-8th: Mary Anoints Jesus 
9th-12th & Adults: The “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

    

Mon 4/19   6:30 - 8:00pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation Class in person and on 

Zoom 
    

Tues 4/20   7:00 - 8:00pm Bible Class: The Life of Moses On Zoom 
    

Thurs 4/22   6:00 – 7:00pm 6th grade Bible History Class  On Zoom 
    

Fri      4/23   9:30 - 10:30am Bible Study – Worship Through the Centuries – Both in-
person and Zoom! 

  10:30am – 6:00pm Private Devotion and Holy Communion at church 
    

Sun     4/25     8:00am Worship 
      9:30am Worship  
    10:45am Sunday School for all ages - Both in-person and Zoom! 

PreK-8th: Palm Sunday 
9th-12th & Adults: The “I AM” Statements of Jesus 

 
 
Our Gifts for Jesus 
 
General Fund Expected Offerings (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)....$195,416   General Fund Actual Offerings (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)..$190,544 
General Fund Expected Expenses (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)...$195,416  General Fund Actual Expenses (Jul’20-Feb ‘21’).$171,292 
 
Building Fund thru 2/28/21…......................................$495,649 
 
Take God at his Word!  Trust him, and give generously to him, as he has given to you. 
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