
Victory of the Lamb Lutheran Church 
 
Proclaiming the Victory of Jesus to All 
 
 

 
 
 
 

God Is Greater Than Our Hearts! 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                    May 2, 2021 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship leaders... Pastor Nathan Buege Mobile phone……...713-557-2932        
                              Vicar Micah Schoeneck Mobile phone………920-655-1107 
Music leader:. ……Abby Buege 
                               

Church phone……..281-395-0544 

Website…………..www.votl.org E-mail…..…. votl.katy@gmail.com 
                                 

Victory of the Lamb is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 



2 
 

 

JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN.  So do we!  To make worship easier for them (and 
their parents!), we offer these options:  

 

 Activity bags for children are available in the entryway. These bags have activities to 
occupy children during the service.  Please return them on your way out. 

 

 If your child is having a difficult day you may take them into the nursery.  You can find 
our nursery down the hallway to the left, near the bathrooms.  A speaker is on so that 
you are still able to listen to the service. 

 

RESTROOMS are down the hallway to your left after you enter the church. 
 

GUESTS – a special welcome for you!  Thank you for your kindness in visiting us for worship.         
Please sign our connection card in the hymnal rack.  We are honored to have you in our midst!    
 
 

The Opening Hymn                                         Have No Fear Little Flock 
                                                                                                                              Red Hymnal #442 
 

1 Have no fear, little flock; 
have no fear, little flock, 
for the Father has chosen 
to give you the kingdom; 
have no fear, little flock! 

 
2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

have good cheer, little flock, 
for the Father will keep you 
in his love forever; 
have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 
praise the Lord high above, 
for he stoops down to heal you, 
uplift and restore you; 
praise the Lord high above! 

 
4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

thankful hearts raise to God, 
for he stays close beside you, 
in all things works with you; 
thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

 

The Confession of Sins 
 

L(eader):    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
  

C(ongregation):  Amen. 
 

L:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.   

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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The Absolution of Sins 
The use of the keys (the power to forgive sins) is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners (See John 20:21-23). 
 

L: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made  
 us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 

his called servant:    

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
  

  

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Song of Thanks    
Gloria in Excelsis                                                                                            Tune: Old Hundredth 
 

Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  “Glory to God in 
the Highest” has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century.  
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The Greeting and Prayer of the Day   
This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word and sacrament sections of the 

service. The Prayer of the Day asks God to help us in an area that is tied to the theme of our worship service today. 
 

L:   The Lord be with you. 
 

C:   And also with you. 
 

L:    Let us pray: 
 

L:   O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:   Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading                                                                          Acts 4:32-37 
God Is Greater Than Our Hearts! The believers shared everything Reader:  Mr. David Bombach 
with one another. God's grace was powerfully at work in them all! 
 
 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them 
all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land 
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone who had need. 

 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son 

of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 
feet. 
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Psalm of the Day                              All Praise to Thee, My Good, This Night 
                                                                                                                              Red Hymnal #592 

 
This hymn is a paraphrase of Psalm 63.  The LORD helps us!  He upholds us!  

We rest in the shadow of his wings. 
 
 

1.  All praise to Thee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the light. 
Keep me, Oh keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath thine own almighty wings. 

     Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son 
The ill that I this day have done, 
That with the world, myself, and thee 

     I ere I sleep, at peace may be. 
 
 

2. Teach me to live that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed. 
Teach me to die so that I may 
Rise glorious at the awe-full day 
Oh, may my soul on thee repose 
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make 
To serve my God when I awake. 

3. When in the night I sleepless lie, 
My soul with heav'nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow'rs of darkness me distress. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Reading                                                                  1 John 3:18-24 
God Is Greater Than Our Hearts! This means our hearts are at rest.  
Believe in Christ, and love one another! 
 
 

See the sermon verses 
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The Alleluia 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The congregation stands out of respect for the words of Christ, our King 
 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                     John 15:1-8 

God Is Greater Than Our Hearts! Jesus is the Vine. We are his branches.  
What a glorious, productive life - to produce his fruit that lasts and lasts! 

 

 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I 
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-8+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a
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The Children’s Message                               All children ages 3 and older may come to the front 
 

 

 

 

 
The Hymn of the Day is assigned because of its rich content and connection to the Scriptures that the 

sermon is based upon. 

 

The Hymn of the Day                                                        Be Still, My Soul 
            Red hymnal #415 vs.1-3 

 
1.  Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side; 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

2.  Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 

 
3.  Be still, my soul: though dearest friends depart, 

And all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
Then you will better know his love, his heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears. 
Be still, my soul: your Jesus can repay 
From his own fullness all he takes away. 
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The Sermon  Message                                                                 1 John 3:18-24 

 

“God Is Greater Than Our Hearts!” 
 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before 
God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what 
pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to 
love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and 
he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
 
 
As you listen to the sermon message, see if you can answer the following questions. 
 

1. What sin do these Scripture verses point out to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where in these Scripture verses do I see God’s plan of forgiveness through Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is one attitude adjustment these Scripture verses help me to have? 

     

 

 

 
Would you like to listen to this message again?  Is there someone else you know who could 
benefit from it?  Our sermons are available on podcast for free!  Go to votlchurch.podbean.com. 
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The Nicene Creed 

 

Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 
fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal 
to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of the Church                                                     
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. Each week 
we’ll regularly include a few from our church family in this prayer.  Today, that’s the Smith, Speer and Srb 
family, and the families of all our guests worshipping with us this morning.                                                     
 

L: Pastor speaks the prayer of the church, ending with…Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake, for 
it is in his name that we join to pray: 

 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 
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The Preface to the Sacrament 

The opening words of the communion liturgy mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and 
lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise.  The opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
 

L:  The LORD be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the LORD. 

 

L: Let us give thanks and praise to the LORD our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

L:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times, and in all places, give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 
we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover 
Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection 
restored everlasting life.  Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy                              Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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The Words of Institution            Matthew 26:26-28; I Corinthians 11:24,25 

As he speaks the Words of Institution, the pastor both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and 
sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.  The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ’s death. 
 

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;  
 this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Lamb of God  
                        Jesus is God’s Lamb, who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.  (John 1:29) 

        
                              I John 1:29 
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The Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Note: If you’ve never taken communion with us before, would you please wait for today and 
speak with our pastor first?  That way, you can learn how to have communing fellowship with us. 
 
Thanks for your kindness and patience…we can’t wait to commune with you in the future!   

A non-alcoholic option is available in the middle of the tray. 

 
 

 

 

8:00a service – Piano Interlude 

 

9:30a service - Distribution Hymn         What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
                                                                                                        Red Hymnal #411 
 
1. What a friend we have in Jesus 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
 

 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms he’ll take and shield you, 
You will find a solace there. 
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The Song of Thanksgiving                                                        Song of Simeon 
                                                                                                                                                                         Tune: Kuortane 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Blessing        
Numbers 6:24-26 

The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  The Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on (them), and I will bless them”(Numbers 6:27). 
 

L: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

 The LORD make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor, and give you peace. 
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The Closing Hymn                                                   When Peace Like a River 

 

 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716473 or used by 
permission through CCLI license #3069358 
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Announcements 
 
Save the date!  
 

Sun, May 16  8:00 & 9:30am Ascension Day & LWMS Mission Sunday  
 

Wed, May 19     10:00 am Vicar Assignment Service at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary (streamed live at www.wls.wels.net)  
 

Thurs, May 20     10:00 am Call Day Service at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
(streamed live at www.wls.wels.net) Erich Neumann and 
Andy Westra will be receiving their call assignments. 

  

 
                                                                                                 

The Week Ahead 
  

Sun  5/2     8:00am Worship with Communion 
      9:30am Worship with Communion 
    10:45am Sunday School for all ages - PreK-8th: Talents 

9th-12th & Adults: The “I AM” Statements of Jesus 
    

Mon 5/3   6:30 - 8:00pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation Class in person and on Zoom 
    

Tues 5/4   7:00 - 8:00pm Bible Class: The Life of Moses On Zoom 
    

Thurs 5/6   6:00 – 7:00pm 6th grade Bible History Class  On Zoom 
    

Fri   5/7   9:30 - 10:30am Bible Study – Worship Through the Centuries – Both in-person 
and Zoom! 

    

Sun     
5/9 

    8:00am Worship with Communion 

      9:30am Worship with Communion 
    10:45am Sunday School for all ages - PreK-8th: Paying Taxes to Caesar 

9th-12th & Adults: The “I AM” Statements of Jesus 
 
 
Our Gifts for Jesus 
 
General Fund Expected Offerings (Jul’20-Mar ‘21)....$219,843   General Fund Actual Offerings (Jul’20-Mar ‘21)..$211,644 
General Fund Expected Expenses (Jul’20-Feb ‘21)...$219,843  General Fund Actual Expenses (Jul’20-Mar ‘21’).$191,210 
 
Building Fund thru 3/31/21…......................................$498,377 
 
Take God at his Word!  Trust him, and give generously to him, as he has given to you. 
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